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In statements to reporters Jan. 6, Medellin city officials said a total of 6,622 people were murdered in
the city of Medellin during 1992. Medellin, the country's most violent city, is the center of operations
for the drug trafficking ring led by Pablo Escobar. The 1992 total represents a 6.5% decrease over
1991, when 7,081 murders were reported. The officials said the level of violence increased following
Escobar's escape from the Envigado prison July 22, as 3,660 deaths were reported during the
first seven months (an average of about 523 per month) compared to 2,962 during the last five
(an average of about 592 per month). According to a report issued Jan. 8 by the National Police,
27,100 people were murdered throughout the country during 1992, an 8% increase over 1991.
Rebel violence also increased, with a total of 1,100 terrorist attacks reported last year, compared
to 926 during 1991. Among fatalities in the ranks of government security forces, the National
Police suffered the highest toll with a total of 420 police killed during 1991. The National Police
report indicated a decline in the number of kidnapping cases, from 1,717 in 1991 to 1,136 last year.
However, the report noted that only about 40% of all abductions are reported to the police. (Sources:
Agence France-Presse, 01/06/93, 01/08/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

